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Music and Sport
Music and sport, two elements that often contribute significantly to defining who 
we are and our relationship to others, are large parts of the global scape that is 
redefining cultures. Technology has made local sounds global. New recording 
and sound production technologies have broken down old barriers to transmit-
ting music. While digitization expands opportunities for reproduction and dis-
semination, the Internet offers a far wider network for exposure than the radio 
ever did. The ease of downloading music of all types and genres and the extraor-
dinary growth in the use of iPods and other, similar devices for storing and play-
ing have been critical. Musicians are able to travel more easily actually and 
virtually than ever before, bringing new sounds to peoples in different places. 
This ease of sharing has created a body of world music that captures the diversity 
of sound from around the world. The music publication Billboard provides a 
weekly list of best-selling world albums. A recent top ten list included albums 
from Brazil, Iceland, Italy, Mexico, South Korea, and Japan (see Table 8.2).

As is the case with other cultural forms, however, music has been a source of 
concern for people who fear globalization’s homogenizing effect. The interna-
tional nonprofit organization Global Music Project aims to preserve the unique-
ness of different forms of music. Its mission is to promote collaboration and 
peace through music and cultural awareness.33 It seeks not only to preserve 
musical traditions around the world but to share those traditions as well. Its 
website includes recommended songs from across the globe and provides free 
downloads. Through artist donations of songs, sponsors, and merchandise sales, 
the Global Music Project promotes cross-cultural appreciation for music and 
the unique cultures it represents.

There is actually little evidence to 
suggest that greater standardization 
in production has had a homogeniz-
ing effect on music. Instead, it has 
contributed to a greater degree of 
diversity. As particular types of 
music originating in one locale 
spread to other places, musicians 
modify their sounds as a result of 
their contact with those of other cul-
tures. These modifications enhance 
the meaning of the music in a way 
that fits more easily with existing 
values and experiences.

The introduction and consump-
tion of Afro-Caribbean music in 
Japan is a case in point. Due to lim-
ited contact and communication 

What Music Moves You?

What kinds of music do you listen to?

a.	 pop

b.	 rock

c.	 reggae

d.	 hip-hop

e.	 soul

f.	 country

g.	 classical

Do you listen to music in other languages?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

How Do You
Connect?


